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By what rarrant of Scripture or otf Wifey can any Church of Chrift impofe any. ae 
fitch expreffe and formall covenane upen thofé tbat defire memberfoip with 
them, as a peremptory condition of their admittance,as is now generallypran 
in all your Churches ; We conceive the Scripture no where juptifierh 
thefe proceedings, but rather judge theress much evill, and maniflld 
conveniences inthe exalling and urgin ic acovenant, 


Onfident we are (as confidence it felfe can. make us) 
that there is no Commandement given totheChurch- 

4 cs for exaCting any fuch Covenant of thofe that are to. 

# bee admitted into, Church- tcllowthip with:them, fo. 

that we conceive any fuch: cxattion to.bee a:meere 
© humane invention,and aftraineof that wifedome that 
defires not only to exalt it felfe aboveall thatis pra&tifedbymen,but 
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_ - examples could be produced of fuch Covenants both demanded and gi- 
fland-without any warrant of lawiulnefle,.much 


(more Without the impolition of any neceflity upon Churches at 

day to make the like demandof theirintended members ; and moftof 

allie may ftand without any necelfity lying upon Churches, to make 
- Firlt, no example bindeth but by vertue,and in the firength of fome 


on 


- commandement, & if there were any thing neceflary to be done which 
is not commanded by God, then muft there be found weakenefle & im- 
fe&tionin his Law ; thereforeto make any thing neceflary which 

the Law of God maketh not neceffary,#s not to keepe the Law,bui (as Fames — 

_ “Secondly, there be examples found of many things done by many 
Chriftians (yea by whole Churches) in the primitive times, not onely 
lawfully.bue with high and {peciall approbation, the doing whereof 
in théle'timeésisnot wayes neceflary, but lyable to much 

 gueftion, whether lawfull of conyenient. The felling of lands and 

houfes,by thofe that were the pofleflors of them, and bringing and 

_ faving downethe money at the Apoitles feet,was pra&tifed(weknow) 

inthe Apoitles times, 44.4.34,35. And a Tertullian witneffeth, conti- 

gned 200,yeerer together pleads 
forthe neceffity of any fuch practice, yea whether it would notbee 
much ihexpedient for the Gofpell, (and confequently infomedegrees | 
anlawfull) ifnow put in practice, a few thoughts would fifficiently 


3 


© "Phitdly, andlaftly, There is no qnettion to be made, but that ma-. 
ny times the diverfification ofcircumftances, and afpe&ts ofthingsin. | 
_ theworld, and courfé of Gods providence, have not onely a lawful] | 

| power ofdiffolving the bindingforce and authority of many exam- 
ples, but of fiifpending our obedience to many rules, precepts, andex- 
ican? asfor example, that kinde of falutation betweene-men _ 


mentioned, Gen.27.26.1 | ‘and oft elfewhere,being generally 
out of ufe, thofe injun@ions of Paul, Rom, 16,16. 1Cor.16, 
| 20. -ancelfewliere, Greet yea one another with an holy kiffe, impofe _ 
no fuclf literafiry upon the Saints in thefe dayes as they did, when 

were written: ‘neither doe conceive (nor I fippofe you) thar 
the Miders of the Church are now bound ' to annoint the fick. with 


Ceive. 


 oyle, becaufe this is commanded, Fames 5, 14. neither doe I con- 
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| thac the French Churches lye under any guile of 
- fin, for fuffering their teachérs to have their heads cove- 

 yedin their publicke miniftry notwithftanding that rule or 
 -dire&tion of Paul, 1 Cor. 11.4. Every man’ praying or prea- 
ching having any thing on his head, difhonoureth his head, 


becaufe that topicall cuftome amongit the Grecians, 
eir 


which Pax! builcthis rule or affertion, is wholly difuled by 


Nation, and the contrary renerally practifed’ amongft them. 
Though I doe not thinke:this Scripture is to be reltrained to 


the teacher only , butto concerne as well the whole Affembly of 


men prefent, who are al] here faid to pray or prophecy inapallive _ 


. fenfe, (as women alfo are) that is,to partake of thefeordinan« —s_ 
ees with the teacher: Other like inftances mightbegiven. And _ 

 doubtleffe the rule that Cameron gives, who was a man of as 
much learning, fharpeneffe of wit, anil happinefle in opening the 


Scriptures as any the reformed Churchesin France, yea I may fay - 


4) inany part of the world have enjoyed of latter times, is moft true, 
There are many things commanded in Pauls Epil whereof. there is 


noufe at this day, (viz, as touching the literall and’ precife obfer- 


vation )as is that of prophecying,1 Cor.14.and concerning the ha- 


bit of women prophecying,which belong not to ourtimes; but 


concerning prophecying wee fhall God willing move fome fpe- 


ciall Quere’s afterward. And I verily beleeve, that oe maine rea- 
fon and grand occafion of all feparation from us, (on that hand ‘you 
are gone) is, becaufe the words of thefacred text fitted to particular 


“ cccafions, and t0 the, condition of the times wherein they were written, 
| are taken and applyed by fiech men to themfelves and otbers, & they find 


that are between one and the other: ag might be demontftrated at large, 


(if it were any part of our prefent purpofe.) In the meanezime e- 


vident itis by what hath beene faid,that though particular inftan-— 

, fo indifpenfably urged by your Churches ( generally) 

their member's before their particular admiflion, yea by fide Ma- 

fters of your way defended in writing as the very forme and effence 


| of @true Church, (the writing here hath a longtime under 


a owne name; - but of late I heare you have difclaimed it) hath 
beene practifed by former Churches and put upon thofe which 
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wherein any fuch Coven | 

any particular Church of thofe who defired fellowthip with it: 

_ But many inftances there are wherein onely ret a fober prefefion of 
, their faith in Chrift and entertainement of the Gofpel 

.. beene received into Churches without the leaft noife or mention of any 

 fuch Covenant, Ad. 


 defired memberfhip w 

conclude a neceflity now 
except there be a prece 
nor yetto provea law! 


ith 


> 


a | 
} 


th 


em yet there is no fixfficient ground to 
ing upon all Churches to doe the like, 


pt or command found for the doingof it, 
lawfulnefle of doing it, except circumitan- 
- ceslyecleareand faire for the doing it, nay a precept or com. 
_ mand it felfe will not evince a neceflity hereof, if any mdfter or 

grand circumftance be now changed or altered, upon which the 
| s precept.was given: but yet notwithftanding I adde, in the Se- 
cond place,neither doe the Scriptures afford any inftance or example, 
ant hath ever been demanded or exalted by 


» men have 


‘ 1.2.41. They that. gladly received bis word mere 
Baptized, and the fame day there were added unto [the Church] 
about three thoufand foules:{ome of your judgements ftrongh 
 ‘ coneeite that they efpy their Covenant in thefe words [were of 

>. ded; | but furely if they wereaflilted by the fame imagination they 
might as foone difcover icin thofe words, Gez. 1. In the begin- 

_ pingGod made Heaven and Earth; for to any reafonable and — 

 *ditingaged apprehenfion; that word were added with the nam 
ber of converts joyned with it, onely expreffeth the exceeding — 

great worke of God, in making great an enlargement or 
_ dition to his Church in fo fhort a time: and doubtleffle a man 


muft get a difpenfation for his underftanding, ‘to. enable him to 


_ thinks or beleeve that within the compaffe of halfe a day, or Jit 
tle more at the moft, perhaps fomewhat leffe, (for the formet 
| part of the day was well {penr before Peter began his Sermon, verf. 


| ‘15, and how long he continued the Préaching is uncertain) | 


and wo 


| it he was not very bri. ver/? 40.) threethoufand per 
fons thould particularly and ‘diftin@ly one after another 
4 the fame ‘place and before the fame* pertons 

"and t 


being exaniined 


rds thereof; doubrleffe the art and niethod: of fich 


patch is urterly: loft and:perifhed at this day, either the Cos 
| .venant they made was very bricfe, and but'an a&ro yours,or 
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elfethe motion of their tongues in fpeaking was much {wifter 
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Covenant to make them eapable hereof : (o-that youfee anim-= 


| chen hts:you muft favour your felfe beyond al reafon 
chefefuppofitions, or elfe fmppofe no longer your Co» 


venant here. Belides evident it is, that thefe that were ad- 


ded tothe Church,: were baptized before; this is affirmed of 


them: Now being baptized,and that in an orderly and right 


Py way, as youwill notdeny, thisdid immediately qualifie them 


for Church fellowfhip according to your owne grounds, and 
the truth ic felfe,therefore they needed not the: mediation of a 


poffibility of any Covenant to be emplyed here. And if you be 


not relieved at this doore, thereis little hopes to find more 
charity in this kind at others:Pb:/ip required no other Cave- 
gantor condition of the Exnuch to qualifie him for baptifme, 
and thereby to give him entrance intothe Church, but one= 


ly to beleeve in the Lord Jefus with all his heart, andto _ 
 profefle it to him, AZ.8. 37. When Saul affayed tojoyne him- 
| the Difciples at Hierufalem, Adi. 9. 26, the reafon 
they declined him fora time, was not becaufe they tep- 
dered aCovenant to him and he retufed.it,but becanfe they were 


allafraide of him and beleeved not that he was a Difciple; im- 


plying that had they beleeved this concerning him that he. 
| 


a Difciple, a beleever, they would have. received: 


Starres of the conftellation, neither. can you here have recour“e 


tothofe Covenants mentionedin the Old Teftament, Ezra10, 
Nebem.o.38. to patterne you withal], forthen you fleto 
Santtuary which your felfebave polluted, by deftroying allfym- __ 
‘pathy and agreement betweene a nationall Church and that — 
which youcallinftituted or particular: and befides to forfake 


the guidance of the Spirisof God under the New Teftament, 


‘to feeke to make out-our thoughts by the-old, is to aske the 


him without any more adoe; yea upon Barnabas hismeerg Te- 
| fimany of him without any Coyenant fubfcribed, confeffion 
thade, or word fpoken by himfelte, he was received, 
«29,28. Soagaine A, 11.24. there is mention made of many 
were added or joyned tothe Lord, ¢. were immembred 
into the Church, but no more wordsof any fuch Covenant 
 as-you urge, then deafe max may beare:It you perufe the pafla- 
| ges ofthe New Teftament further, you will efpicemany more 
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twilight intheEvening, whether it were light at 


ther in thefame body are 


-ventoried it amongit 


Uta) 


over if defire of brevity (for the prefent) did net. binde my 


hands,itwere eafie-to demonftrate unto you what.a folemne 
_ difagreement there is many wayes betweene thefe Covenanty | 
and yours,and particularly inthat precife circumftance which } 


Covenant,becaufe beleevers, willing, or agreeing, to: live topes 


recforme mutually all, and all manner of love,fervice and 


_Chriftian duties whatfoever,Chrift bimfelfe the greateft of bands | 
and ofall manner of obligements or. ingagements whatfoeven [| 
both to knit and hold Chriltians together, and to make them 

- ofone heart and of one Soule,and to keepe them fo: by whom | 
(by Chrift) 22 tbe body being coupled and knit together by every — 
joynt, &c. And where the Scripture fpeakes of other 
bands with him and befides him, (yet all.relating to him) ine | 
-dearing and binding Chriftians together as clofe as ever their [ 
hearts and foules will packe or workeintoone, amongftthem 
allyour Covenant commeth not.into any mention or remem- | 
brance, There is one body, one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your vocation, There is one Lordyonefaith,one 
baptifme, one God anc 
joyned and joynted together by any fuch Covenant as you 
 fpeake ofjand this Covenant beene of divine juftification, and’ 
 pfthat high and Soveraigne confequence aé to give them. their 
very life, being and fubfiltence asa Church or body, the Apo» 
_ ftle could not havefo farre forgot himfelfe as not to have-ins 
ver on fellowes, efpecially there being .no 
place (that I can readily call to mind) more commedious 
throughout albhis.writingsto have made a. particular and. as 
exprefle mention hereof then here: And for my- part freely 
andingenuoully and in the fimplicity of my heart profefleunto 
you,that neither know! what further or. greater dutyor fervice 
of love in any ‘kind [.candefire or with of thofe my brethren 
_. 4nChrift,apon wham the providence of God together with my 
 §wnevoluntary ele&ion either hath or hereafter 


God and Father of all; farely if they had beene 


Tome there is no imaginable uf or neceflity of this your 


¢ body « ind by greater bonds a thoufand 
_ foldthen any Covenant they canmake betweene themfelves,to 


day, Moré. 
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defenfible, *thatit is not lawfull before baptifinesis evident, becaufeit 
lawfull fora Church to. receive the unbaptized into fellowhip 
wich themas members ofthatbody, neitheristhere example or ap- 
pearance of warrant in Scriptur¢forifuch | 
jafter baptifme itis altogether unneceflary; dothim-= | 
mediately qualifie, for Church fellowthip, (ashath beenefayd,:your 
owne principles not gainelaying) and the Church it felfe, by 


ting any to her baptifine, (ip/ admits into her fellowhhip and 
A 4 That the requiring and exacting of fuch a Covewant of men, and ™~ 
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AChareh-fellowhhip, then what they ftand bound by | 
‘of ourmutuall intereft m.the fame God, in the fame. Lord“ 
fame baptifine, in the fame faith, in.the fame hope,&c.toexhis 
_bit, tender, and performe unto mee without the exprefle of any 
fuch covenant made with or unto me ;nor yet can I conceive how pc 3 ie 
fibly I fhould have any better, richer or ftronger affurance from. gm 
for the performance hereof unto me by the vertue or aide of an 
_ covenant above what I have by the power of that grace and godi a = 
which (as farre as I amable to:judge) worketh effe&tually in them, 
and fubje&eth:them to all-the faid bands and obligations; nor-can 
.thinke that he whufé ftrength to doe evill will ferve to tramp'e under feet the 
| - blood of the Lord Chrift, to caft the-Commandements of the God. be« 
bind his backe to betray the bope of his owne peace and ps will ever’ | 
kept in a Chriftian compafle towards meby any promife, band, or 
covenant of his owne, I-know not howtothinkeit afinne inmenot 
todefire or exata greater fecuritie for my portionin the 
 sGod-himfelfe hath given me, and eftablifhed mein: I hear 
|  -fwerbee, that your-covenant irefpecteth as well, every mans 
nefle towards God as rang of dutie towards one another, and | j 
thereforein this regard (at teaft ) there may bea neceflitie ofit. To this J 
“I make anfwerin few words; Firlt, why is not then the unneceflary a : 
at leaft-of Covenant (which'l. conceive: is the greaveft)uiz, 
| that which concernes the Covenanters dutie towards his 
| off? Secondly,if fuch 2 Covenantas this, withortowardsGod-bee fo 
necefJary a dutic, why isthe place ofit ne wheretobe foundamongt ™ 
allche Commandements of Ged? doubtlefle-'God requires'it notat 
out hands, ether more provident, or zealous for bis glory.:then: be ie 
life. Fhirdly and Jaftly,it.isneither lawfull before baptifme, nor necef= 
| dary after; therefore the neceflitie of it falls tothe ground, and isnot 


5 
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théimparsing of Church fellowfhip upon I conceive it to be an nie 

"by Taying fuch burden upan his people ;' wliich he'mutt give ftrength 
then otherwayes were to beare, or otherwife they 


% 


“mult fuffer (Cat leaft) (if not fall) under it;and I beleeve, Fknow | 
“worthy every wayes of the honour (according to the line of mien) a 
‘who defirous‘of entrance into fome of ‘ydur Churches wete turned 
‘back, by-diflikeof that new 
We coneeive the exa&ing and giving of fich’a Co. 
venant is onely a thing as omet bing 
above any thing that wriiten,but of wo leaft,as 
| “many of thofe that are ingaged init, are wont to tnterpret and draw | 
importance hereof?) looke’upon a: Covenant they faye’ | 
made with a particular Church’ as a partition wall wholly to leparate 
thenrin care, affe&tion, dependance, and from all other Churchesand | 
‘the Saints of God throughont the world, and take it foran authentin | 
call diftharge, and releafe from heaven''from ‘troubling themfelves any |. 
‘wayes with the affaires of other Chirches as miniftring unto their ne- | 
times. It was not much fhértof this which a great de 
fender of your faith pre feffed plainely unto me not long fince, and _ 
 thatbefore fome witnefles. well obferves u 


pon Rom.16.16, that. 
Panis{tady and ‘defire was by: his carefull remembrance ‘and fending. 
the mutual falutations and gr 


id greeting of One Church to | 
mano aihioris® nexw devincire’ inter fe omnia Chrifti ‘membra 
far as it lay in his power,to bind all members of Chrift whatfoe 
_-wer infoneand ‘the fame mutuall band of affection together. Now if 
Panl herein’ did the'will and Commandement:of God,(which I | 
 not'thinke you will deny’) charged the Scribes 
and Pharifees, that they had made ‘the Cominandement of God of | 
none effe& (they had taken a courfe to doe-it, they hdd done that 
which direttly tended thereisnto ) by their traditions,fo (we conceive) | 
We may jultly challenpe'yout Covenant foran ill looke, or maligne afpett,. | 
upon that part‘of the williof God; -whierein he‘defires that all belee 


over’ fhould defire to maintaine a free intercourfe of 
the Gearelt love and tendereftaffeGtions onetowards.another.. 
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a AAy deare Friend, 
4 Hom I love arid honour, if not enough, yet (cer- 
taine I am) very exceeding, machin the Lord; 3B 
am forry there being differences betweene us other. 
fas) wife, that in this wee fo, 
long agree, neither to fend fo.muchasa {mall peece 
of his minde to other for,a love-coken upon. 
which ofus the Law of loveand Chriftian acquain~ 4 
tahce rather impofed it, to have appeared breaking,this agrees 
ment, the.fame Law prohibites to difpute,. . Whether;it! a 
burthen on my part or no, confiderand- 
determine, but this Imay truely fay.unto you, that I hayehad many. § 
thoughts from time.to time fince your. departure from us, that, haye 
longed after bofome, .and would hardly haye beenckeps 
from their longingtill now, but by.a {trong hand.of fome indifpen- 
bl: occafions, andimployments otherwife; Andifmy rcefpe&tsun- 
 toyoudid not command me to intreat Jou more gently in this.\bee, 
halfe,I mighttruely, charge upon your felfe; (in part) the  occall 
} my filence hitherto, your authority, learming, parts jv 
ment & example, have made the ftone of 
| and heavy that we are conftrained to. ¢ paines 
inremoving and rolling it from the con{Ciences of men, A | 


facri 


the; 
which yet 


inlargement of: my*heart into you, if wee faw the trath Clearely with 
alone, wee-would doubtleffe at*once divide 
you? Many indeed your partie are: ‘ready to’ 
ffect;* thiat'as feparated ‘you from us, fo it is 
ie wo Jdithat feparates us fromyou: Bur if yowhave the truch with’ 
you€which indeed if you have at leaft in many of ‘your beloved Max-’ 
re 
fo ftrangely mifufed by friends in this world) it would iiever bee! 
adebtorto fach interpretors prageiits for it.:’As'for' the world, if it’ 
on that fide thé Sea agit'is*on this; it will never be fo much 
eto hinder you'from feeing any truth of God* 
‘But as little as it is with tis,we thinkeit t00 great and too good 
wpin the fervice of anierrour at any time. Orherwife-1 doubt’ 
not bathe Ssints of God in Eniglandcread as light upon the earth; 


asamoateinyour eye 


nédairthe wombe of ove Churches-here ; wee hoping againe your res 
union withus-and returneunto'us, through. the-power our, 
Chritt able to give yore light. Yo comprebend 


¢and'to keepeas many as we can from falling thereby. Deare brother 


‘there were heart in; 


not wholly quench the flames oftthefe contentions and divifions. How” 


isitto be lamented that he by whom ath reconciled ihe world 
» foould be made2 meanes of ‘dividing this reconciled world between : 

‘The tieavens'(I doubt riot) will aceord us, yet were it our” 
greater. comfort and glory ifthey might-be prevented herein by the 


earths I verily beleeve it would ltrike a great ftroakein-compremiling 


aded: but to ta 


hold uponthis frce-and noble refohition, 
rather to do acrifiee in bondage to fappofttions.: 
w not how to open tiy mouth wide enough to fhew you the 


yous :you'-fbonld not raigne 
fach aking dome with 


ines; woe to my wits, reafon and: ‘underftanding ; never 


clearély.* 


spied: 


youdéein ollnd.and ready to-buy the truth and give as good 


F ot oymentis to flanch, the. iffue of that fountaine of blood, a 
prefumie in fimplicity of beart for your part) have ‘opes 


ying yet under ifpnte :betreeene ws; are willing. to. fave } 
eforroW we can'againt the time of your returne, and tor chis pur- 
deavour our fives to r as innocent as may” 


to layour heads trie to finde out (if f 
formt courlerhst the Sword may not.dlw ayet thus 
ethere are watersto, befbiind will much _affwage the heate, if. 


at men and’ chitfe leaders on both'fides could be: | 
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his acclamation that faid had founc 
and yet none of thefe anfwers, -neither be the the true di-, 
ve Dalilab anfwer 


upon anfwer to her queftion or demand, which pleafed her fora time 


| 


| 


. 


‘thiat-this left-handed fpirit rules much in.men of way, dor 
omtent to make our flanding naught, labour much to make us woreiben up 


flandings, yet no queftion but your anointingteacheth youbets; 


it any advantage to the truth and-caufe we.maintaine 


initus for keeping our ftanding and profeffion, But the truth 


is not fufficient fimply to confult or aske (as it were) the Scriptures. 


~ concerning them, but they mutt be examined and re-examined againe 
andagaine, both folitary‘and in mutt bee puchometo 


and urged,and ptefled clofe together before they will {peake their mind 


plainely in this café or deliver out any of this ‘treafiire, yea in;smany 
— cafes aman mutt be content to goc toone end of the Scripturetoknow = 
whatthey meane in the other, 


(that which is much confiderable,, 
and J feare wants that which bel. 


that they may be ready fhouteforjoy, and themfelves. 
d found, he had found,, 


re& and botrome meaning of them: As Sampfon ga 


rrying a-femblance of réalitie and truth in them, but ftill her expe- 


rience difcovered the infafficiency of them, and then the: rejeted them: 
andewould not give over till indeed, Fudg.1 


| a | 


| | 
| f 


low amongft thedeepe things of God, 1 Cor, 2. 10, as it feenieth your = 
truth in thofe queftions depending Letweeneus in part doth; now it. 


| belongs toir) they ‘may feeme to deliver 
‘many pleafing and plaufible anfwers under the fhadow whereof the | 
judgements and con{ciences of men be much refrefhed feafon, fo 


will never be miade great by fuch demonftrations orarguments as thefe 
oneither fide, fometimes the truth is there where @ man for. many resfons 
would thinke there were leaft hope to find it, and againe mahy times faire over- a7) 
this kind. Andas for that kind of truth which wee inquire after and 
toylein thefireof contention to find out; viz, {pirituall and divine; _ 
thereis no fabftantiall and fatisfying meanes for the difcovery: of it, 
 butby and unpartiall confultation with the oracles of 
God, yea l 


it be of that kind of truthwhichisnot 
ead (like the Mannah) upon the face of the Scriptures, but lyeth . 


‘ters, and more Chriltian thougbtsconcerningus, Andit wee judged 
durft view morallimputations with you, and are\confdent that wee. 
could affigne and fuggeft againft youbothas many and as likelyindi- 
re& and flefhly. grounds for yourdeparture fromusas youcan a- 
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fometimes 


res may in'many places (co our appr 


~ 


pens ormouthes of others, and by mine owne on alfo,fome 


and apprehenfions coticerning thele: chings which have removed :you | 


from off ables: aid put-you' under’ a Hellind Bufkells: Gone 


fident {am that thereis alight »beyond your light’ in thefe. 
and. which you are very capable 


& 


i 
i. 


be 
i4 

a 


fo doubrleffe the mens: 
lions) affirmemany things,and deliver out many notions o choyfeaps: | 
| . , probation tousforatime,'the 'wedkenelle and effects whereof not 
‘withftanding farther time &\experience and.a clearer light may diftg.: 
| |. Netty xeaithere may from) the! fame’ Scripture rife up many: meanings! | 
andinserp tations before us one after another, that may bee in our 
ith Feffes eldeft fonne was in Samuels (when hee was fent to-an= | 
noynt-one of hisfonnes for King) furely (10 he looking 
4 the Lordsiannointed,is before him, ‘but he was yeta great way off from: _ 
Lordsiannointed there was'Elibah, Abinabad, and Shannuab, and: 
morechenas many. more prefented before him, before David ‘Came 
fight, who annointed indeed, he was:behind anda: 
ii great way off inthe field, and mutt be ent forbeforehe comes: fo the: 
| annointed fenfe and meaning ofthe Scriptures may yet bee farre off [® 
| when we perfwade our felves withthe greateft confidence it is:before | 
us?Andas hefaid of benefits, AZulea funt ut fernel ponas benes At 
man muft beftiw many amifje, that be may beftow one well, fo many tinies) 
aman muitcatt away many interpretations of Scripture, (and thofe | 
as otherwife he would not wictingly pare with) 
thar hemayinterpretat laft as he ought to doe. I make: no queftion 
. batyou have had experience hereof in your felfemore then once, for 
my parelconfefleithath beene.avery’frequent thing with me in the 
| ofmiy ftudies and meditations, to meet with both from rhe: 
yea which for a time ‘Ihave nourifhed in my “bofome, and: have 
treaftreof}and yet afterward have apparently~feene, that:é 

my rejoycing wasnot good, and by a ftrong ‘hand of 
fuperior conviction have beene compelled co call that darkenefle,'and | 
fe cocaftit from me which fometimes J called light, &kept clofeunto: 
Wherefore I befeech you by: the tender mercies of felus Chrift, and 
bythe glory of tho many talents given unto you, theftrength wher 
|... ofjmethinkes,fhould fo wotke} as to‘breake through a napkin and dit 

daine fo weakeand contemptible an-inclofure, once More to ifarvey | 
with a fingleunvartiail and difngaged « | 
Bfiumber 


2 } 


‘the fervice of the truth and Gofpell of Jefus*Chrilt, then wee, 
tan apprehend the truth withus, and deny your felfe the fecond time _ 
~ in comming over to us. And yet: give me leaveto fay thistinto you, 
though your reftitution to us'be one of the firft borne of iy joy in 
herof would be unto me abovethedayes 
had I rather thourne over your abfence fill, then 
bring youhither any otherwayes then by an Angell oflight,I relifh 
| byreafoning, then by requelt 


this worlds wifhes,& the dayt 


— 


te not over heavy to open.] profefle in the'fight of God, & in as pres 
fingleneffe and fimplicity:of heart as ever ‘man in this world fal 


bile 


confeffion of faith putting men to deliver their judgements impoints of doubt, 


difpmrations upon and before their admiffion into your Churcher the powe 
Keyes and of ordimation of Paftorsto be the right andinherif 
‘tance ofthe whole body of the Congregation and ofevery mem- 
ber indifferently, and promifcuoufly thedivine inttitution or peremp- 
cersin the Church, the abfolute neceflity of one and the fame 
ment.or difcipline in all particulars whatfoever for allChurches,inall 
‘times and: places,a full and: peremptory determination of all things — 
whatfoever appertaining to the worfhip ofGod,with diversfuch like 
-pofitions (which arethe verylife, foule, and. fub{tance of your way) ia 
at perfe& peace in'my thoughtsthat you willneverbeabletodee 
qmonftrate or prove from the Scriptures to:any fober minded or confe 
‘dering'man; Iam loath to‘overcharge you with words or writings, 
delire you to returne and to repairethebreach you have niade 
us, Iconfefle were a hard mention, and of flender hope to be 
ned, were itnot made toa truely great and noblefpirit : and (Ceteris 
paribus) the requeft were more reafonable fromrycu to mieatid others 
. with mee to goe over to you then, that'wee fhould:défire youtoreturne 
back unto us, becaufe .yow have fuffered already (at‘ leaf in the 
|. thoughtsof many) under the difparagement of fome inconftancy, __ 
| -andequall it is when there is notfome over-ruling reafon to the cons 
trary, thatburdensfhould:not be doubled, ‘but rather divided; 
|. cherein I befeech you confider your advantage isthe greater, ‘you have 
by-this meanes zAtsora 2 greater and better Sacrifice, to offer upon 
if you 


tory. neceffity of your ruling Elders, the neceflity of widowesas.O 


of the yeate,- 
efts front any,but w 


-wordufito you, that ‘clearely apprehend error’and mittake 
throughourthe greateft part‘of your way; as T'doe'in this conclufion, 
twicetcwotmakes foure.° The neceflity of yeur Covenant, Prolie 
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at Ipurchafé more. 
g; and for your part [know that ins) 
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inovations of this nature, 


toyou concerning the head af your way, your Church C 

fome reafons-hereof; Ifyou be willing to treat with your old 
ina way of this commerce, I thall hereafter (God willing,as heal 

anid liberty agren)defire like{atisfa@tion of you in forme other pa per 
of your way,if che motiondiflike you,ncither havel any furchen 


_-yOur owne,comming is not farre off ; or otherwi 
too {trong for me, and able to remove my niountaines out of my 

‘they are not Seas that fhall keepe friends afunder any longer ; 
yours (if you careto owne me) fend mee over the filver and bright | 


and not a beggers andcomnand the truth which you hold anil 
oppofition to wis, by ahigh hand of pregnant and exprefigl 
Seriptures,and not begany thing by any loofe or faint interpretatioll 


ushow omething ont of nothing, 
thedayes of Eternitie; Grace,Peace,and Tnith 


| 


—_ 


or 


a frien and a feather are alike, except reafona 
niake thedifference,' Lhavemade upon fome words of encouragemensl 
from your mouth (related unto me by D.P. )and propound a Quere aaa 
ovenant, 


pleafure init, i your anfwer, give mee leave fo, 
aS tointerpret your 


to pleafe, my fel filence a of:-hope 
¢ if your anfwer beam 


fhining wings of truth, and 2 thefe Lcome flying over to you oun 


ot and, would beas glad of a bargaine of truth at any rate 
AS an other >” God having taught me how: to‘drowne the world in 
the leaft drop of the water of life; .onely this I defire may _bethe Law 


of difpute betweene us, that fince the ttrength of the confidence om 


your ways {uch as tobreake out into.a departure from 


setve double light is required for feparation in any kind, whereas fingle lights 


fufficeth for. any. man continuing in his fianding you will goeto worke am 


orfuppoftion; weelooke for,letter for letter, word for: word, 


ae - judge 1 fomewhat hard to be be 
dill andleffe, piercing then yours» Ahave_ufed the. mone 
ty 


balanced,’ 


forfaken infuch a manner, onely. 


you becaufe know: you are able to bea 
a good: 
mighti 


paite of (honlders fhotild now and then beat 
rodand Father of our Lond Jefus 
Ol by the ufe of.a mifem 
and broken world, how-we ma tonipell and fetch 

| the Lord for shegreateft fervices\ 
of Chriftian lave and acquain sintance, 
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